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SWK363 Abuse and Social Work Practice 

Intensive August 14, 2017 – August 18, 2017 

 

Instructor:  Kim Buxton, MSW, RSW 
Email:   kim_buxton@boothuc.ca 
Phone:  204-792-1539 
Duration:   July 10 to October 13, 2017 
Delivery Mode:   Hybrid 
Credits:    3 credit hours 
Prerequisites:   Registration in level 3 or above, or permission of instructor 
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Date: September 10, 2017 
Time Extension Application Deadline: September 29, 2017 
 
Availability: 

The best way to connect with me is via email. If a follow-up phone call or appointment is 
required a mutually agreeable time will be set. 
 
Course Description 

The focus of this course in on abuse encountered within families. The course provides 
information about various forms of abuse; sexual, physical, emotional, spiritual. This course 
examines abuse encountered within the family and society, and provides information about 
forms of abuse and opportunities to examine intervention methodologies. The course provides 
opportunities to examine methodologies in which intervention can be direct such as working with 
clients or indirect such as working on changing policy. Opportunities are provided for students to 
learn methods to behave in healing ways to victims and offenders alike. 

Course Objectives: 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

Knowledge 

1. Articulate dynamics of various kinds of abuse including potential signs of abuse and 
neglect 

2. Discuss how other cultures, races, religions, lifestyles etc. relate to family violence 
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3. Analyze theories, assessment tools and interventions related to family violence and 
social work practice 

4. Articulate strategies for enhancing relationships where violence is a potential or 
current element 

5. Describe the environmental context which influences family violence 
6. Demonstrate understanding of family violence in relation to social work practice 
7. Evaluate treatment interventions using a strength-based perspective 

 
Values 

1. Identify how core values impact on the decisions around best-possible solutions 
2. Explore and define aspects of their professional self in the context of the clinical 

encounter 
3. Accept moral differences in other people 
4. Apply social work values to understanding and working with individuals and families 

where family violence is a concern 
Skills 

1. Demonstrate skills of risk assessment, safety planning, development of a treatment 
plan, and response to risk factors and family violence 

2. Demonstrate tolerance and respect when working with individuals from diverse 
groups 

3. Develop skills in assessing and intervening to facilitate change and goal attainment 
4. Evaluate and address discrepancies and inconsistencies in thoughts, feelings and 

actions that hinder the change process 
5. Demonstrate a Client Centered approach  
6. Locate and analyze current perceptions of violence in society as portrayed in the 

media 
7. Evaluate and present current research in the area of family violence 

 
This course is designed to meet Booth College Institutional Outcomes: 
1.8, 1.10; 3.1-2, 3.9; 4.1-3, 4.6, 4.8; 5.5-9; 6.8; 8.1, 8.3, 8.8, 8.11; 10.1-15; 11.1               
 
 
Course Textbook 
 
McClennen, J. (2010).  Social work and family violence: Theories, Assessment and Intervention.  
 New York, NY: Springer Publishing Company ISBN 9780826111326 
 
This book is available in both text or ebook version.  The book can be purchased through the 
University of Winnipeg, Amazon.ca or through the publisher. 
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Course Outline 

SWK 363 Tentative Course Schedule 

Monday August 14th  
 
Session 1 - a.m. 

 Course Overview: Introduction to Family Violence 

 Class Introductions 

 Class Expectations and Assignments 
 
Reading:  Chapter 1 from class text  
 
Session 2 - p.m. 

 Introduction to Child Maltreatment 
 
Reading:  Chapter 2 from class text 
 
Tuesday August 15th  
 
Session 3 – a.m. 
    

 Identifying and Investigating Child Maltreatment 
 
Reading:  Chapter 3 from class text 
 
Session 4 - p.m.  
 

 Intimate Partner Violence 
 
Reading:  Chapter 7 from class text 
 
Wednesday August 16th 

 
Session 5 – a.m. 

 
 Dynamics of Intimate Partner Violence: Theories of Violence and Abuse 

 
Reading:  Chapter 8 from class text 
 
Session 6 – p.m.  
 

 Assessment and Intervention with Victims of Intimate Partner Violence 

 Intimate Partner Violence Among Diverse and at-risk populations 
 
Readings:  Chapter 10 and 13 from class text 
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Thursday August 17th  
 
Session 7 – a.m. 
 

 Children Witnessing Intimate Partner Violence 
 
Reading:  Chapter 11 from class text 
 
Session 8 – p.m.  
 

 Perpetrators of Intimate Partner Violence 
 
Reading: Chapter 12 from class text 
 
Friday August 18th  
 
Session 9 - a.m.  

 Elder Abuse  
 

Readings:  Chapters 14, 15, & 16 
 
Session 10 – p.m.  
 

 Preventing Abuse: Policy, Activism and Prevention  

 Vicarious Trauma 

 Self-Care: Strategies for workers in the areas of violence and abuse  
 
Reading: Chapter 17 from class text 
 

 

Course Requirements 

Assignment 1 
 
Pre Course Assignment                                                                                              Value 20% 

Intimate Partner Violence or Child Abuse Paper                      

Select either Intimate Partner Violence or Child Abuse for this assignment. Based on your own 

perceptions and a look at the current literature analyze and discuss the following: 

 What are your current perceptions and beliefs about Intimate Partner Violence or Child 

Abuse? Include a discussion about what you think are some contributing factors. 

 How did you come to have these perceptions and beliefs?  

 What are your perceptions and beliefs about the “victim”? 

 What are your perceptions and beliefs of the “offender”? 

 Describe what you believe can be done in regards to victims and offenders, include from 

a criminal justice, policy and practice perspective. 
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Include headings in your paper using the above bullet points as your headings. Students are 

required to reference a minimum of two scholarly journal articles published in the last five years 

in their paper. Your paper must be written in a scholarly manner including an introduction, 

conclusion, grammatically correct and free of spelling errors.   

Grading Criteria 

Evaluation will be based on the ability to demonstrate an understanding of self-including your 

capability to consider interpersonal, familial, religious and cultural factors that contribute to 

perceptions of family abuse. Written skills are graded based on clarity, comprehensiveness and 

organization of content. Papers must be written in APA style. Be sure to check the correct 

format for referencing in APA, marks will be deducted for incorrect referencing. 

Length: 5-7 pages  

Due Date: Monday August 14th, 2017 prior to the start of class 

Submission: Submit electronically as a Word document through the course website 

Assignment 2: Reflection Journal       Value 25% 

You are expected to read and familiarize yourself with the required materials prior to class and 
actively engage in ongoing learning through class discussions.  Given the importance of self-
reflection throughout the course and given the sensitive nature of some of the course content, 
students are required to keep a journal of written comments reflecting upon the readings for that 
day, presentations, interaction with presenters and class discussions.  The journal is intended 
as an instrument of personal reflection and as a form of self-care. This will assist you in getting 
in touch with possible triggers, vicarious trauma and emotional experiences that may impact 
your social work practice. 
 
Two reflections per day are required - one for the morning session and one for the afternoon 
session for a total of 10 reflections for the week.  Your reflections must be dated. Students may 
not submit a reflection for a session if absent for any portion of the session. 
 
A more detailed description of the expectations for this assignment will be provided during the 
first class.  
 
Grading Criteria 
 
The reflections will demonstrate evidence of critical thinking.  References to the readings, 
lectures, and presentations should be included in your reflections.  You will demonstrate the 
ability to express ideas clearly, concisely, and in a well written manner. APA style referencing is 
required.  
 
Length:    10 – 12 pages (250 - 300 words per reflection) 
 
Due Date:  Monday August 21st, 2017 
 
Submission: Submit electronically as a Word document through the course website  
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Assignment 4: Major Paper        Value 40% 

This assignment will require students to write a major paper on one of the categories of abuse 

as discussed in the course. The assignment requires you to do a literature review (within the 

last 5 years) of your chosen topic and to summarize and provide a critical analysis of the 

literature. The literature review should include an overview of the topic including a discussion 

around the environmental issues influencing family violence and an analysis of the theories, 

assessment tools and interventions relevant to social work practice. Your analysis should 

include a discussion of how the literature assists you to understand the issue and how it helps 

you apply your knowledge to practice. You will also be required to provide an analysis of 

policies and practices within a field of social work practice in relation to the information 

described in the literature review.  

Grading Criteria 

Students will be graded on their critical thinking skills demonstrated by evidence of their ability 

to move beyond description to synthesis, analysis and evaluation of the material.  As well 

students will be graded on the ability to reflect on how the knowledge is useful in practice, and 

the ability to identify policy issues and their implications for practice. Written skills are graded 

based on clarity, comprehensiveness and organization of content. Papers must be written in 

APA style. Be sure to check the correct format for referencing in APA, marks will be deducted 

for incorrect referencing. 

Length: 12 - 15 pages 

Due Date: Oct. 12, 2017 

Submission:  Submit electronically as a Word document through the course website 
 

Participation          Value 15%   
 
Due to the intensity of this course and sensitive nature of the content attendance at each class 
is mandatory. It is important for students to come prepared to participate by having completed 
the assigned readings. Students must demonstrate a willingness to critically think about the 
issues being discussed and to respectfully contribute to class discussion by sharing their 
thoughts and listening attentively to peers, guest speakers and the instructor. As well students 
must be prepared to effectively contribute to in class small group work as assigned throughout 
the week. Class participation is preparation for professional work, and the student will be 
assessed by the level of their responsible engagement in the learning processes offered in the 
course.  
 
Positive learning experiences for everyone decreases when the following behaviours occur: 
 
 Come to class late or leave early, without notifying the instructor and providing a reasonable 

explanation before class begins. If you must leave class early and have cleared this with 
your instructor, please take a seat that is closest to the door so you can leave the classroom 
with minimal disruption. 
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 Have a private conversation (side conversation with another student) during a class lecture, 
discussion, or exercise. 

 Fail to turn off any electronic device that produces a signal that may distract the class 
 Use a portable computer or other electronic device for activities unrelated to class such as 

game-playing, browsing the web, checking email, texting, and so on. This behavior is 
distracting to others sitting next to you, or behind you. 

 Make insensitive or disrespectful comments. 
 
Students demonstrating any of the above behaviours will lose part or all of the participation 
marks allotted in this course. 
 

Course Evaluation  

Participation and Preparedness    15% 

Intimate Partner Violence or Child Abuse Paper  20% 

Journal Reflections      25% 

Major Paper       40% 

Total                 100%  

Grading system 

A+ Exceptional Performance with evidence of outstanding 

original thinking, superior organization, exceptional 

capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of 

the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; 

evidence of extensive knowledge base. 

94-100% 

A Excellent Performance with evidence of excellent 

original thinking, excellent organization, excellent capacity 

to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the 

subject matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of 

an extensive knowledge base. 

85-93% 

B+ Very Good Performance with evidence of original 

thinking, very good organization, demonstrated ability to 

analyze and synthesize; a very good understanding of the 

relevant issues under examination; very good familiarity 

with the relevant literature. 

78-84% 
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B Good Performance with evidence of a good grasp of the 

subject matter; evidence of critical capacity, good 

analytical skills, a good understanding of the relevant 

issues under examination; evidence of good familiarity 

with the relevant literature. 

70-77% 

C+ 
Satisfactory Performance with evidence of a satisfactory 

grasp of the subject matter; evidence of critical capacity, 

an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 

the material; and evidence of familiarity with some of the 

relevant literature. 

65-69 % 

C Adequate Performance with evidence of an adequate 

grasp of the subject matter; some evidence of critical 

capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems found in the material; evidence of familiarity with 

some of the relevant literature. 

60-64 % 

D 
Marginal Performance with evidence of marginal 

familiarity with the subject matter, some evidence that 

critical and analytical skills have been used. 

50 59% 

F  Inadequate Performance with little evidence of even a 

superficial understanding of the subject matter; serious 

weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of the literature; failure to satisfy course 

requirements. 

0-49 % 

Students require a C+ to satisfy program requirements for this course. 

COURSE STANDARDS AND ACADEMIC POLICIES 
 
Quality of Assignments 
 
The professor reserves the right to reject any work that does not comply with requirements and 
instructions.   
 
All written assignments must be typed double-spaced with no larger than one inch margins on 
all sides and font size 12.  All pages must be numbered.  All assignments should include a title 
page i.e. name, title of project, and date submitted.  Review your assignments for clarity, style, 
punctuation, grammar and spelling.  Papers must be appropriately referenced using APA style. 
 
Academic Policies 
Academic Integrity 
 
It is a serious offense to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 
portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both 
the student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 
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examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 
include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 
from the University College, or other serious consequences. Plagiarism or cheating in a course 
in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 
action by the University according to its policies. 
 
To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources. To provide adequate 
documentation is not only an indication of academic honesty but also a courtesy which enables 
the reader to consult these sources with ease. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also 
be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in part 
by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any 
test, examination, or take home assignment.  
 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Vice President 
Academic before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Vice 
President Academic. 
 
The Vice President Academic will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Vice President Academic will then 
make a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Vice 
President Academic’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 
 
Can one plagiarize one’s self?  
 
Yes! Typically, self-plagiarism takes one of two forms.  

 Either the person submits work for a course that was written for a previous course, or  

 she or he turns in the same paper (or sections of the paper) for two different courses 
simultaneously (Fordham University).  

 

Self-plagiarism is considered as serious as plagiarizing someone else’s work.  
 
Why do some students plagiarize if it can potentially cost them their careers?  
 

 Most students who do plagiarize are not secure with either their knowledge of the 
material or their writing skills. 

  They fear receiving a bad grade for the assignment.  

 They consider themselves as good or excellent students. The thought of receiving a bad 
grade is emotionally threatening.  
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 Many students who plagiarize are overwhelmed and have not allotted enough time to 
research and write the paper.  

 Some students who plagiarize do so to save time and effort. They do not realize that 
many professors have electronic search engines designed to detect plagiarism. 
(Fordham University) 

 
How can you maintain your academic integrity and avoid plagiarism?  
 

 Plan your time wisely. Give yourself ample time to research and write your first draft of 
your paper.  

 Know when to use quote marks, single quote marks, and when you may simply give the 
name of the author and the date of publication of the source. This means you have to 
know the difference between a paraphrase and a quotation. There is a distinct 
difference.  

 Have someone who is familiar with academic writing read early drafts of your paper.  

 Refer to the American Psychological Association’s Publication Manual 6th edition.  This 
manual contains the APA standards the Social Work Department adheres to for all 
written assignments  

 If in doubt check with your instructor (Fordham University) 

 
Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. 
Any term work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months 
from the end of final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion 
of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 
 
Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 
Classrooms 
 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and fellow students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the 
classroom only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet 
(including email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require 
the express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
blogging and other related activities are not allowed in Booth classrooms. The use of personal 
computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn 
at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Policy on Class Attendance 
 
Class attendance is essential to the success of the course and also to your professional 
preparation and understanding of course content.  Students are required to attend all 
classes.  This course builds upon concepts from one class therefore, it is expected that 
students will arrive on time for class and be present for the entire class session.   
 
Students should treat arriving for class on time or absence from class similar to being employed 
in the work force.  This means students are expected to arrive for class on time.  If you expect to 
be absent from class, late or must leave early for any reason, please inform your professor 
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ahead of time. A student who is late for class or leaves early for any portion of a class shall be 
considered absent and will be affected by the attendance policy, unless previously cleared with 
the professor.  
 
Bibliography 

An updated bibliography for the course will be available and attached to the course syllabus by 
the first class. 


